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“A DISCOURSE is a socially accepted 

association among ways of using 

language, of thinking, feeling, 

believing, valuing, and of acting that 

can be used to identify oneself as a 

member of a socially meaningful 

group… or to signal (that one is 

playing) a socially meaningful role.”

- Jim Gee
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Virtual Internships https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyfJAtL93OU
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Technical 

Requirements

Data

Discussion of one or more 

criteria for device 
functionality: agility, payload, 

cost, recharge interval, 

and/or safety.

Referring to or justifying 

decisions based on 

numerical values, results 

tables, graphs, research 

papers, or relative quantities.

The reason only one met the 

required payload is probably 

because PAM is not the best 

choice.

if we can lift a payload of 564 N 

and we add 100 N more of 

metal, then our payload 

becomes 464 N

Virtual Internships
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Zachary H.

For hydraulic, payload and recharge interval were 

strengths, but safety was close to the company 

requirement.

Daniel M.

Elizabeth that was very similar to my group. We were 

able to reach all internal consultant requests, but the 

machine costed a lot.

Gabrielle F.
We used Pneumatic and it seemed to meet everyone's 

required and most preferred!

Gabrielle F. Ourcost always met preferred costs

Lena H.
Yes and electric, depending on the other aspects, also 

met all required and most preferred

Michael T.
What were the results of the best prototype for 

pneumatic and electric?
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Data from N=50 students

1st year college students

25 novices
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N = 50, p < 0.001, r2 = 39%
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Could you format your data this way?

RSdata2.xlsx
RSdata2.xlsx
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“The essential task of [ethnography] is not to codify abstract 
regularities but to make thick description possible,
not to generalize across cases but to generalize within them.”

- Clifford Geertz

See Shaffer and Serlin (2004), What good are statistics that don’t generalize?
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